race fest

ACOMPARISON:
HONDA CR250M &
HUSQVARNA 250GPCR

Be honest with yourself. You can only get out of

Buying and successfully owning a
racing motorcycle requires the
buyer/owner to be aware of his
abilities and needs, and the racing
motorcycle to nurture those abilities
and meet those needs. Thus the
prospective buyer must make his first
decision not as to which among the
“Japanese Four,” the “Spanish
Three,” or the “European Three” he
should choose, but rather a much
more basic choice between a
Japanese bike and a European bike.
We have studied the Honda
CR250M and the Husqvarna 250
CPCR to illustrate the basic choice.

Both bikes are the latest 1976
production models, the Husky being
the one tested in last month’s MXA
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and the Honda being a red-framed
factory replica with gas shocks we
procured from American Honda for
the purpose of this comparison.
Aside from the fact that both are
motocross bikes, they are further
apart in design, execution and
performance than even the expanse
of earth separating Japan and
Sweden would suggest. However,
the abilities and needs of the
participant motocrosser vary more
widely.

Economically, the bikes fall into
entirely different categories. The
Honda retails for a reasonable $1325
and the Husqvarna for a whopping
$1795. But it’s what you get for your
dollar, not how many of them you

spend. For $470 more, is the Husky
worth the difference? That’s what
we want to find out.

Simply stated, the Husqvarna
does just about everything better
than the Honda. For the $470 you
get longer travel, smoother working
suspension, a faster engine that
sustains a longer drive through each
gear, a sturdier frame and swingarm
that provides a more stable platform
for fast, precise movement over
rough terrain and 18 pounds less
weight to carry through a long
moto.

The Husqvarna is, however, not
without its flaws. As we mentioned
last month, the spoke nipples are of

Continued
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Husqvarna kickstarter slams into shift
shaft, causing damage to case.

The Honda front axle bent after one
race.

The Honda has a trick tire.
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Many steel barts on the Husky can be
replaced by alloy to save weight.
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Honda has a trick chain roller that
protects the swingarm. Husky'’s
swingarm is unprotected and gouged
by the chain.

Honda pipe burns right knee, Husky
pipe is untouchable.

Plating stripped off Honda fork tube.
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Husky floating brake is superior in the
rear, Honda brake is better up front.

very poor quality and don’t stand up
to fast competition and regular
maintenance. In order to get at the
carburetor for jetting changes, the
pipe and the air box must be
removed. This is a quick and simple
procedure for the seasoned Husky
owner, but it still complicates the
job of systematic tuning.

The fork clamps on the Husky
offset the forks too far from the
steering axis. Although this gives
good straight line stability, it makes
the Husky suffer some going for the
inside line. To get it to respond to
the handlebars you really have to
pounce on it; slide way up on the gas
tank, lay it over hard and use a lot of
throttle.

The Honda, on the other hand, is
a much easier bike to ride. With half
the effort it will turn inside the
Husky. Once there, the powerful
mid-range Honda will snap it away
more quickly, perhaps gaining a half
length on the Husky out of a second
gear turn. The Honda’s mid-range
power and quick inside turning give
it a distinct advantage on a tight,
twisty circuit.

Given room to fly, however, the
Husky will wheelie away from the
Honda. Honda’s piston port power-
plant just doesn’t have enough on
top to stay with the reed valve
Husky. Ironically, you have to shift
the five-speed Honda more than the
six-speed Husky to stay on the pipe.
Holding the Honda on too long finds
a nagging dead spot at the high end
of the rpm scale. The Husky, on the
other hand, keeps spinning faster and
faster up to road race velocities in
top gear.

The Honda’s ease of riding is due
partly to its rider positioning. The
seat is flat but padded more toward
the front so it can slope down into
the tank when you sit on it. The
alloy fuel tank starts low at the seat
juncture and rises to the fork
crown. This provides a cradle so the
rider can sit “into” the bike and thus
gain more rapport with his machine
when he’s seated.

Cont'd. on page 24




Husqvarna approaches this with a
different philosophy. Their saddle is
more level and very firm. It moves
into the alloy fuel tank smoothly and
the tank maintains the seat contour
all the way to the steering head.
When seated, the rider is more on
top of the bike. He is able to move to
and fro more quickly, but he has less
contact with the balance of the bike.
Only by standing on the pegs can the
rider really tune into the workings of
the Husky chassis. This, of course,
follows Husqvarna'’s ideal of correct
motocross without compromise.

Compromise, however, is what

you pay $1325 for when buying the
Although the

Honda. red-frame

Sometimes even fine Swedish steel
breaks.

New gas shocks on the Honda are dead
items,
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CR250 is an improved version of the
high-pipe black-frame model, with
more horsepower, a stronger gear-
box, a better air filtering system and
sturdier engine mounts, it still lacks
sophistication in suspension. Single
rate valving in the 6%-inch travel
forks causes hydraulic lock-up over
severe bumps. The new gas-filled
Showa shock absorbers cantilevered

vertically on the swingarm ape
almost totally ineffective. Thejr
design, standard inner cylinder with
foot valve and small-diameter =
piston, is primitive and the val
work crude. Even though pressur-
ized, they don’t work upside do
and the charging pressures are
excess of 150 psi, which means you'll -
need special equipment to service -

SPECIFICATIONS
Make .................. Husqvarna Make .....................
Model .................... 250CR Model ........... CR250M1 Elsino
Country of Manufacture . ...Sweden Country of Manufacture ... ...
Retail Price .................. N/A Retail Price .............. &8
ENGINE
Type:  Two-stroke, single-cylinder Type .................
reedvave L. single-cylinder, piston-p
Bore & Stroke . ...69.5mm x 64.5mm Bore & Stroke . . ..70.0mm x 64.4
Displacement ...« i ssusanss 245cc  pisplacement ..............0
Compression Ratio .......... 12.3:1 CompressionRatio ...........
Cylinder ......... Iron sleeve, 5-port  Cylinder ... . ... Iron sleeve, five-p
Carburetion ............ 36mm Bing Carburetion........... 34mm K
IGNItION & 2 s« & o e leiie Motoplat CDI Ignition .............. Rotor, p
Lubrication................ Pre-mix  Lubrication . . . Pre-mix; Bel-Ray,
AirFilter......... coomiaad® Foam AirFilter ............... Oiled fi
TRANSMISSION
Type ..... Six-speed, constantmesh Type ........ Five-speed, close

Ratios: 24.0,18.1,14.4,12.1,10.2,9.0 Ratios .

.2.06, 1.57, 1.25, 1.04,

Primary ... o 2 ey Ll Gear Primary-ciy il ti . Gear, 3.30
RatiQis idors s 5 s 50 RS ettt g 2.41 Drive Ratio 3.36 with 14/47 sprocl
Drive Chain.......... D.I.D5/8x1/4 Drive Chain ....... 520 D.1.D G-ty
SUSPENSION
Front:
Hydraulic forks, springs, inline axle Front ............. Hydraulic
Rear:
Gas Girling shocks, springs, Rear . " <o e
forward laydown, - e gl SadSi S ARG forward mount S
Travel: Travel:
Eronte - oo raaeiiin el s 7.5inches Front..., ..l i 6.9
Reards i o b i R e 7.5inches Rear ..,:.. .. . 6.4
DIMENSIONS
Wheelbase .............. 56 inches Wheelbase ..........
Weight Bias: 46 % front, 54 % rear Weight Bias . . . .45% front, &
Track Weight .......... 217 pounds Track Weight . ... ... ..
CAPACITIES
ST RN SR 2.1gallons Fuel........... 1.8 gallons/6.
Transmission. .5 o vt Sus s 1600cc  Transmission. .......... oo
Bagks . 550000 A R r R 220cc  Forks :




them. As mounted, they only provide
the rear wheel 5% inches of travel,
short by contemporary standards.

Riding the Honda fast over hard
ground is like firing automatic
shotguns with each hand and getting
the bottoms of your feet pounded
with sledge hammers. Even the
smoothest tracks become mine fields,
and our test riders reported blistered
palms and unusual fatigue after
racing the Honda.

Coping with the Honda requires
extensive suspension modification
(see sidebar) and porting work to
bring it up to power. Then the other
major Honda shortcoming becomes
apparent. Honda, like most Japanese
bike manufacturers, uses a low-
grade moly steel in its frames,
swingarms and other components.
One Honda engineer calls it, “Jap-
mory.” Not so good as “American-
mory.” Nor even close to the aircraft
quality Swedish steel that goes into
the Husqvarna. The difference in
performance is handling stability.
The Honda wanders on the
straights, hops from rut to rut in the
fast turns, wobbles landing from

Continued
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Wiseco Piston, Inc.

7223 Industrial Park Boulevard
Mentor, Ohio 44060
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Send for Latest Piston Brochure — Free
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Honda steering stem bent like this after
only two 15-minute motos. Made from
low-grade Japanese moly steel.
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jumps and does some hairy tank
stops braking over rough ground.
Softly speaking, the Honda chassis
response is somewhat unpredictable.
Even with suspension corrections the
swingarm still twists noticeably.
This makes the tall snap from sxde to

Rear subframe tubes on our test Husky
didn’t line up.

side under acceleration.
reference to last month’s t&st,
tracking precision and response of =
the Husqvarna is impeccable. :

Quality also means longevity. In
grueling test of endurance we ra
the Husky at Santa Maria’s sand
hoop course, two 40-minute mo
at Saddleback, two days of pla
riding in the Pismo Beach sand
dunes, plus three or four test and
photo sessions at Indian Dun
without a single failure. After
15-minute motos at Saddleback,
Honda suffered from a bent stee
shaft, a bent front axle, a slighth
misaligned swingarm and a missin;
engine mount bolt. Both bikes wer
meticulously maintained.

But the Honda can be made ir
an acceptably competitive race bik
The suspension changes noted in
test cost about $200. Porting to
the high rpm performance necessary,
available at Al Baker Racing and
other shops, costs around $55. A
pipe will run you $70. Throw in
another $100 for miscellaneous
chrome moly shafts, axles and
locknuts and you've got yourself a
boss racing machine.

But you've also made up the $4
difference between it and the
Husqvarna. More equally aligned,
the two bikes can now be judged on
their physical features.

The Husqvarna has good grai
control cables that come
lubrication nipples and can be ki
in excellent condition with con
maintenance, but it seems
Honda cables require little or
maintenance to keep their pre
feel. It's much easier to clutch t
Honda than the Husky. The Hond
front brake seems to be
responsive. The Husky floating
brake works more smoothly than
cable-operated Honda brake.
moly handlebars bend more
on the Honda. Honda spokes
wheel assemblies stay toget:
tighter and keep their true lon
than the Husky items.

Both bikes are high-pipe ma

Cont'd. on pa
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$.50 per shirt for postage and
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HONDA/HUSKY
Cont’d. from page 30

but Husqvarna has their pipe
positioning thought out, while
Honda doesn’t. The Honda pipe goes
through the frame under the seat so
it doesn’t protrude alongside the
seat, but it does stick out from under
the tank where it takes its bend to
the rear. When making a left turn,
the rider’s knee will invariably
contact the pipe when he slides
forward on the bike and digs his knee
in for control. Through a series of
left turns our test riders reported
very hot knees.

The Husqvarna sports a side-
mounted pipe. Its widest section
runs along the side of the seat and
sticks out pretty far on the left side of
the bike. On the forward part of the
bike, however, the pipe tucks in
nicely under the tank and never
interferes with the rider’s leg.
Husqvarna has learned through
study of the rider in action that his
knees angle out somewhat when
standing and only angle in when
sitting. Therefore their pipe
mounting is perfect. The only time a
rider will feel heat is when he might
be resting his thigh on the pipe shield
while straddling the bike at the start.
At this point there is no cooling air
passing over the shield. Once the
ride starts, there is never any
distracting contact with the pipe.

As light as the Husky is, there are
many ways it could be made lighter.
Most brackets and control arms on
the Husky are steel, strong but a
little heavy for the job. Replacing
these parts with alloy items could
save considerable weight. In
testimony to this idea, Mark
Blackwell’'s stock Husqvarna 360
raced in the USGP weighed in at 212
pounds, as light as DeCoster’s
factory 370 Suzuki.

The Honda, with many alloy
parts, is already as light as it is going
to get. At 235, that’s heavy.

With an enriching system on the
carburetor and a well designed
kicking lever, the Honda is a snap to
start. The Husky, with a poorly
designed lever and no enriching
system, is a bear to start. Plus, the
Husky gives you the added
aggravation of slamming its starter
lever into the shifting shaft every
time you kick it, thus wearing out
the shift shaft seal and housing
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DISTRIBUTING

5% Of Qur Net Profit Goes To Fight
Anti-Bike Legislation

SHOCKS
All Our Shocks Come Set-Up & Ready To Bolt-On!

KONI — $55.00 W/sprinas $65.00
BOGE — Complete W/springs $48.95*
*(Price expires May 31)

BOGE W/Reeder Gas Springs $92.00
BILSTEIN GAS W/springs $83.95
GIRLING GAS W/springs $71.00
KONI GP Alum body W/springs & fluid.  $100.00
BOGE/MULL. LTG Complete $130.00
REEDER GAS SPRINGS $49.00

Complete—(For Boge, Koni, Bilstein, Yamaha, Mono)

TANKS

(All prices include mounting, cap & petcock)
WINDSOR PLASTIC TANKS
125 & 250 ELSINORE $38.95
(These also fit Hodaka, Kawasaki & Yamaha)
3.5 gal. DESERT TANK $38.95
Colors — Red, White, Silver, Yellow, Blue, Kawasaki
Green, Black, Orange & Natural.
SUPER TRICK REPLICA TANKS
MAICO, CZ, YZ & BULTACO $36.95
Colors — Red, White, Blue, Grey & Yellow
MALCOLM SMITH S/Fat TANKS $44 95
Colors — Red, Yellow, Silver, White
VESCO S/Fat TANKS $47.95

00TS
NORSTAR — $58.95 MUNARI — $58.95
HI-POINT — $62.95 DE COSTAR — $62.95

HEAD GEAR
Scott Goggles — $10.15  Scott Face Mask $ 6.95
Scott Goggles with face mask $15.50
Koho Rock Guard — $6.95 Bell RT — $32.95
Bell Super Mag — $47.00 Bell Moto Star ~ $65.00
Hallman MX Peak-$3.95Windsor MX Helmet$31.95
New American Pro Helmet w/Hallman Peak

Yellow or White $29.95
RIDER WEAR

Trick G.P. Leathers w/cups. $85.00
Mikkola Unleathers $100.00
Trick Unleathers $85.00
Norstar G.P. Leathers $85.00
Munari G.P. Leathers $85.00
Hang Ten MX Denims $15.95
Hang Ten MX Jersey $ 7.00
J.D. Shoulder Pads $15.50
Jofama Shoulder Pads $34.00
Jofama Gloves—$19.00  Tibblin Gloves $26.95

Triple Thick MX Sox $ 495

100 KIT FOR CR125 $230.00
(Includes Mik. Carb., Cyl. Reline, Porting, Gasket &
Radial Head). — Send Your Barrel.

PETTY HEX GRIPS $ 395
PETTY L.T. REAR FENDER $17.00
PETTY HEADLIGHT/NO. PLATE $17.00
520 CHAIN KIT/CR125 $35.00
(D.1.D. chain w/sprockets)
30 MIK. KIT/CR125 — COMPLETE $35.95
32 MIK. KIT/CR125 — COMPLETE $39.95
36 MIK. KIT/CR250 — COMPLETE $45.00
CR125 PORCUPINE HEAD $50.00
UNIV. WRIST PIN PULLER $ 595
TRICK CR125 UP-PIPE $48.95
TRICK YZ80 UP-PIPE $48.95
HEAVY DUTY 2” TIE DOWNS $ 595
D.I.D. RIM MAICO REAR $29.95

FORK BOOTS $ 795
GAS FORK CAPS — ALL MODELS $14.95
INTER-AM. ALUM. HANDLEBARS $12.95

LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED
We carry most everything for Bikes and Riders
that you see advertised throughout this magazine.
If you don't see what you want in our Ad or you
see that someone has our prices beat, simply cut
out our competitors Ad, send it and the money
stating what you want and we'll pay the freight!
This price guarantee applies only to the magazine
and issue in which it appears. 24 HOUR SERVICE
FOR CASHIERS CHECK OR MONEY ORDER.
C.0.D. orders require 25% deposit. All orders arrive

Freight C.0.D. Calif. residents add 6% sales tax.

TRICK DISTRIBUTING

P.0. BOX 1711 — DEPT. XA
ORANGE, CA 92668
THE COMPANY RACERS BELIEVE IN
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prematurely — which causes sloppy
shifting.

The Husqvarna piston is quite
strong and with proper maintenance
will last for a very long time. You
can expect to renew the piston only
once or twice in a season. A Husky
piston, complete with ring, pin and
circlips, sells for $43.85. The Honda
piston assembly is only $24.60
complete, but the Honda service
manual recommends it be renewed
every two or three races. A minimum
of ten piston replacements in a
season would cost the Honda owner
almost $250, with gaskets, while the
Husky owner would only expect to
pay less than $100 maximum in a
season.

In the final analysis, after all the
numbers have been hashed out and
features scrutinized, the choice
between a Japanese bike like the
Honda and a European bike like the
Husqvarna must be based on the
rider’s awareness of his own abilities,
his character and his motivation to
succeed in motocross. The Husg-
varna, because of its higher initial
cost, because of its more rigorous
maintenance schedule, because it is
a more difficult bike to ride well and
because it demands the utmost
in conditioning and concentration
from the rider, is only for the most
seriously motivated competitors. For
diligence, the Husky will repay with
unlimited performance. The
pedestrian motocrosser would find
the Husqvarna an ego-shattering
experience.

The Honda, however, is the
motocross bike for the masses. The
commonplace motocross enthusiast,
the one who considers motocross his
hobby, would be much more
comfortable with the Honda. A
Japanese bike seems to accept the
laxities of the nondescript racer. It
responds to a softer touch. It’s set up
looser and seems to thrive on
neglect. It’s acceptably fast without
being uncontrollably fast. It delivers
performance in small enough doses
so as not to humble the plebeian
rider. The only drawback is that the
Honda can never be as good as the
Husqvarna, no matter what you
do to it. But it’s more acceptable to
the average rider to curse his bike
and have another beer than it is to
face the fact that he may not
measure up to his machine. u

Something special from
Torque Engineering . . . the
motorcycle accessory
people. For more information
about For Competition Only
pipes, send $1.00 and
get your new Torgue
color catalog.

Torque
Engineering,
19755 Bahama
Street, Northridge,
California 91324
(213) 882-4321

a subsidiary of Bell Helmets, Inc
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7 457\ Got A Number,
B Hotshoe?

Then wear it!
Original Racing
Creations is now
offering this top-
quality, double knit
pit hat with your

own numbers pro-
fessionally zig-zagged
stitched.

plays his 1976 AMA
National #3.

AR

No glue-ons
No iron-ons

$495

plus

75¢

postage
Pit crews can really A
get it togetheryese

GREAT FOR
RACERS . ..
SPECTATING OR JUST TRUCKIN’

AROUND!

Get one for your chick too!
-------------—1

Mail check or money order to: O. R. C.
P. O. Box 32906
San Antonio, Texas 78216

Print numbers in position desired.
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— red/white/blue — red/white black letters
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