


here are probably a few riders left

in the world who still remember
the Husky 175. With a silver frame and a
blue tank, the little buggers used to run
through the woods way back in ’76, snap-
ping at the heels of the KTM 175s (previ-
ously known as Pentons), and throwing a
roost at the first batch of Japanese
sub-200cc enduro bikes. They were just
what you would expect from a small
European enduro bike in those days. Good
handling, reasonably light, strong as a
bridge abutment, and extremely peaky. To
ride such a machine, you had to be reason-
ably insane; and it didn’t hurt to have a
throttle wrist permanently set to the wide-
open position.

They disappeared without a fanfare,
though. Snuffed out by the invasion of
Japanese enduro bikes that were easy to
ride, lighter in weight, and easier on the
wallet. In 1978, you could ride a PE, an
IT, an MR, or shell out your bucks for a
KTM. In later years, the KTM 175 disap-
peared, and the Japanese mounts were your
only choice.

ENTER THE MINIATURE
MILK TRUCK

That is, until now. After a long gap in
their tape, the people at Husqvarna believe
that the time is again right for a Swedish

A pair of hard-edged revvers attack the ZOOcc class

Parting the waters on the WR. The best
horsepower can be found in the upper-
rpm range.

(Right) Both engines use the Husky 125
cylinder sleeved up with a 175 liner. The
38mm carb may be part of the reason for
soft low-end power, but it sure lets it
rev.

By the Staff of Dirt Bike
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175XC—223 Ibs.

HUSQVARNA
175WR/175XC

Engine type . ....... Air-cooled, 2-stroke, reed valved Rimmaterial . . ................... Aluminum alloy

Bore and stroke . . ... 64.75mm x 52.0mm Tire size and type:

Displacement . .. ....................... 171.2cc FROME: c oo v i st s v s v o 3.00 x 21 Trelleborg

Carburetion . . . .. 38mm Mikuni 2L | O T 4.50 x 18 Trelleborg

Factory recommended lehlng Suspension, type and travel:

IO - . o 0% st v s s s G e s 400 Front ...... 175WR—Husky forks, 250mm (9.8 in.)/
Needlejet................................ Q6 1756XC—300mm (11.8 in.)
Jetneedle............................ 6DH20 Rear.......... 175WR—Betor gas shocks, 250mm
BHOUIOL...i < ooy o e o 5t & et 5w o wne o s & 55 (9.8 in.)/175XC—Ohlins ITC shocks,
Slidenumber............................. 25 330mm (13.0 in.)

Recommended gasoline ................ Premium  Intended use......... 175WR—Enduro/175XC—Off-

Fuel tank capacity ................ 10 L (2.7 gals.) road racing

Fuel tank material . ... ................. Aluminum Countryoforigin ....................... Sweden

Lubrication .................... ... ... Pre-mix Retail price, 8pprox....................... $2095

Recommendedoil ................ Bel-Ray MC1 + Distributor:

Oilcapacity ....................... 1.4L(1.3qt) Husqvarna Motorcycle Co., Inc.

Air filtration ... ...................... Oiled foam 4925 Mercury St.

Clutchtype..............ico00ve Wet, multi-plate San Diego, CA 92111

Transmission . ......................... 6-speed Parts prices, high-wear items:

Gearbox ratios: Piston assembly, complete .. ............ $68.69
W5 & ot ies 5 e e G e ¥ i s e e 33.85:1 Pistonringsonly ....................... 13.44
R P P PR 24.49:1 Cylindersleeve .. ...................... 102.93
B s e e b g G e S i e G s 18.67:1 SULIOVOr . ..« oo oun s s oo awnis o 5 o
Bk e d e o odis Bation sivge w odis § D wa § v g 14.98:1 Brakepedal............................

§ .00 50 v G i s G e e e b s b e 12.64:1 Front sprocket
L .10.64:1 Overall rating of bikes, keeping Intended use of

Gearing, front/rear 13/48 machines in mind:

IOIRION o oo v oinie o ok b o b e b Motoplat CDI Handling................... Very good/Excellent

Primary kick system?..................... ... No Front suspension .. ........ Very good/Very good

Recommended spark plug .. .......... Bosch W3C Rear suspension . .............. Poor/Very good

Silencer/spark arrester . . ................ Yeslyes Power .............................. Fair/Fair

Exhaust system............ Up-pipe, through -frame COBE . - . covis v 5o vovia w50 & siers wiats 5ioges & Good/Good

Frame, type.............. Single downtube, cradle, Attention to detail . .. ....... Very good/Very good

chromoly steel

Wheelbase .. .................. 1465mm (57.6 in.) . : - T .

Ground clearance .. ... ... ... ... 300mm (11.8 in.) Thls rating system is included to alq in comparison of

Seat height..................... 925mm (36.4 in.) blkgs in the same dlsplagement and |ptgh§9d use cate-

Steering head angle (rake)................... 300 gories. Comparing the ratings of two dissimilar mgghlpes

Trall. 152mm (6.0in)  (fourstroke vs. MXer, 175 enduro vs. 80cc mini) is a

Wet weight, no fuel ............. 175WR—228 Ibs/, ~ Meaningless exercise in futility.

175, and they may be right. The two new
bikes, the 175XC and the 175WR, share the

same strong frame and fine suspension as
the rest of the Husky line, and they should
throw a little spice into the choosing pro-
cess for future would-be lightweight enduro <
bike shoppers.

Going on the reputation of their bxgger
brothers alone, the two new bikes should |
be worth the $450 difference betweené
Husky and the competition, but we’re not
going to pull the wool over your eyes. These i

two new white 175s do suffer from a cou- Q4
=

ple of problems that should be taken into :
consideration while you’re shopping
around.
BREAK THE NEWS GENTLY

Two things. The first is not all that earth-
shaking. The powerband on either of these
bikes can best be described as peaky. We
had many comments from our testers, rang-

.ing from “‘no power”’ to “‘soft on the bot-
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“NOTHING THAT A L

Carving

a few more
ponies out of the
Husky 175

e Compared with the rest of the (read
‘‘Japanese’’) 200 class, the Husky is clear-
ly lacking a certain amount of oomph. We
like the basic machine. The suspension and
handling is very good for a stock bike, but
it will get smoked in a close race with the
competition.

This is a bike that deserves to be work-
ed on, so for the answer to our horsepower
problems we turned to Mitch Payton, long-
time Husky expert and owner of Pro Cir-
cuit Husky in Anaheim, California. We left
our test XC with him for two weeks and
then went down to get his comments—and
a thoroughly breathed-on XC175.

““When I first looked at it, I knew that
anything I did would help,”’ he said with
typical modesty. ‘‘All Husky is using is the
125 cylinder hogged out to fit a 175 liner.
They just carved it out and squeezed in that
liner, and all the ports are pointed in the
wrong direction.”’

Bypassing the editorializing, this is what
he did to cure the soft powerband: The low
points of the intake port were filled in with
Devcon, and then the port was completely
reshaped. The transfers were raised and re-
shaped and so were the auxiliary transfers.
The exhaust port was widened and raised
very slightly, and the head was milled down
.015 inch. He also built a pipe to suit the
powerband better than the stocker.

““Even on the stock bike, the jetting was




The quick-change front axle is another
goody available from Pro Circuit and is a
must for rapid tire changes.

grossly off. It needs to be much richer,”’
he says, ‘‘and the gearing is too tall.”’ The
jetting on our modified bike is perfect—a
45 pilot, 2.5 slide, R-4 needle jet, 6F15 nee-
dle in the second-leanest position, and a 460
main. This is much richer, but believe us,
it works. The gearing was dropped down
to 12/56, which in our opinion is much too
low. We will probably raise it to 12/48 and
then leave it alone.

The result of all this diddling is awesome.
The sound of the bike has changed from
a wheezy little 175 to the guttural growl of
a strong 125 race bike, and there is now
low-end power where mere blind faith for-

With a longer, flatter power curve, the modified XC was a lot more fun to ride. Both
engines will respond to the Pro Circuit treatment.

merly existed. The mid-range power has
been broadened but is still explosive, and
the 175 will now rev out to the far reaches.

In a drag race against an ’83 CR125
Honda, the Husky was just able to stay
neck and neck out of the hole, which is a
very good sign. We may still have to work
to get the Husky around all the KDX200s

out there, but now we don’t have to work
quite so hard.

Mitch says that the work necessary is not
all that complicated, so the price shouldn’t
be totally out of line. For complete pricing
information, get in touch with him at Pro
Circuit Husky, 4212 East La Palma, Ana-
heim, California 92807; 714-993-5400. e
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HUSQVARNA XC/WR175

PLASTIC TANKS

7= '83 UPDATE b

' CLLARKE | $70.75 rLus s3.00 PoSTAGE :;nglastic tanks
i ‘ upon
Yon request
503-829-2156 29032 S. SALO RD. MULINO, ORE. 97042
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#1379 83 Yamaha

THE HOTTEST MAGAZINE FOR
MINICYCLE PILOTS ONLY!

SUPER 80cc SHOOTOUT e THE WORLD MINI CHAMP

SPEAKS OUT e RADICAL RACING ACTION e EASY HOP-UPS

& MUCH MORE!

[0 Keep your KTM 495. Give me 80cc’s of roosting rocketships
any day. Send me copies of MINICYCLE RIDER/
RACER.

NAME
ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP
Make check or money order payable to MINICYCLE RIDER/
RACER e July '83, Box 9502, Mission Hills, CA 91345-9502.
Please enclose $2.50 plus 75 cents postage and handling for
each copy ordered. Canada add $1.50 and all other foreign add
$2.50 postage and handling for each copy ordered. All items will
be shipped surface mail. U.S. funds, please. Thank you.

---------------J




FREE! O'NEAL CATALC

A full-color catalog stuffed full
of all the hottest racing products
and protective gear on the track
today.

Name
Address
City State Zip
Enclose $1.00 to cover cost of
postage and handling.

send To:O'NEAL U.S.A.
I 9555 OWENSMOUTH AVENUE,
CHATSWORTH, CA 81311 U.S.A.

e e e s i iy e i oo Syl ot ‘e i

TRAILER S wem—

Presenting our new super-light and in-
credibly strong fiberglass trailers

Washington, California, Texas.
Send for brochures or order by phone.

PRO-TRAC TRAILER, INC.
30629 Old Road
Castaic, CA 91310
805-257-3322

e turn blue and dle, Husky :
imary kick on the mosqulto -

L 11

I Let my fingers do the roosting! Please send I
copies of the all-new complete 1983 DIRT BIKE NAME
I BUYER'S GUIDE. | am enclosing $2.50 plus 75 ADDRESS I
I cents postage and handling for each copy
ordered.* CITY/STATE/ZIP I
I Please make check or money order payable to: *Canada add $1.50 and all other foreign add $2.50 ] I
I 1983 DIRT BIKE BUYER'S GUIDE postage and handling for each copy ordered. U.S. & I
Box 9502 ¢ Mission Hills, CA * 91345-9502 funds only. All items will be shipped by surface mail. 8
L---------------------------
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