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Plus: The latest from the CPSC;
Honda’s RS250R road racer; lots of
New Products; Video Review; Product
Evaluation; Calendar; Resufts; local
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Improvemeants on the rear end include a lighter swingarm, a switch 1o a
tongue-and-groova braka retention systemn and a new backing plata.

Impression: 1986 Husqvafna 400 Eﬁtﬁlm

Renamed, rewrapped
& refined check-mate

By Tom Kolnowski

“They’'ve got them so close,” said former
National Enduro Champion Mike Melton
as herolled the 1986 Husgvarna 400 Enduro
out of the van and down the ramp, “that all

vou have to do 1o ‘em before
riding a Nanonal 13 put on rim
locks and a better spark plug
6 cap. That's all they need. It

wsed 1o take a lot more work 1o get o
bike ready [or competition.”

Ao imdveagvoan that the Laiese Husksy
1 andeed more enduro-ready 13 ape
parent in s new pame: 400 Enduro,

The 9. 1-inch Gnmeca disc is drillad
and floats on its six mounts.

Gone is the old WER (wide suio)
designation, and with it the other
“alplabet soup”™ Ietier combinations
(WEHEX, CR. X, TE, erc.) thas have
long been a part of Husky dialogue,
The new names, such as 400 Endurao,
MM Motocross and 250 Cross Coun-
tew, mmore Closely ddencely the hakes
with therr imtended roles.

In the case of the 400 Endura, the
[arsi "8 ]:||.|'|.L'1..' wie've had a chance io
samprbe, we'd hove to agree with Mel-
tan, The outeol-the-crate bike 15 an
CXCTOISE I compeiiiien proparedness,
bt the bEauty of the bike goss much
bevond that. It changes our percep-
iton ol soecalled Openaclass bikes,
known for their excesive power and
"you'd better be careful” personali-
tics. The 400 Enduro can be consi-
dered a coupoin thatie s powerful yer
complerely manageahble, has the Light
weighi of 3 2500 bike and the nimble
handling o maich, and a degree of
relinement sevond o none.

Where did Husky turn 1o come up

with such a package? For searmers,
they pun the old WR dual-shock
chasses oul 10 pasture and began 1o
build the new 400 Enduro arcund the
single-shock, mid-year "Bl 400WERX
{the 86 Enduro hine serves as a re-
placement for the WERX as well as
WE models). The 41530 chrome-maly
WEX frame with a removable rear
sub-frame was carmied over inact o
the Emdure, but other than that,
nearly all arcas of the bike have been
refimed

The blue and white salety sear s
well padded and pow has 3 white
Husky logo stamped on both sides,
and while they were at it a laminated
Husky logo was attached to the fromt
fender. The deeply valanced rear
fender 13 graced with a more angular
waillight than the simple round unit
of the WRX, and the 3.2-gallon fuel
ank 15 another carry-over,

In a purely funcnonal move, the
right side panel has been cut away at
the feme o Foorm an adea] boand e for
i:ll-f king the bake upoor muscling i o
of the mud, The rear inner fencler, pre-
'|.'in1:|~.'I!' atizched wath n']J- e, Thova
has integral molded grooves ar the
tiaprand just snaps in place — quickly
anidl securely.

What is probably one of the besy
allaround off-poad molwors &ver Lo
coime dovwn the traal lives in the [rame
al the Enduro. While basically the
SIMeE I:|q|.|.||;|.-|:-::||:r|1'ﬂ, CCTHIET- O R-OX -
haust, primary-kick, reed-valved en-
gine as that of the WREX model, with
ithie same ¥96e¢ displacement and six-
spred grarbox, it has several minor
improvements 10 make the enduro
Fu'h:ll"b. lale even casier. Machining
roslerzmnces al the Swedish [actory have
been tghiened up, especally i ihe
area of the center cases, and the result
1% a meeetor thar mins better than ever
and morcover, puts out less body-
pounding vibeation,

A redesigmed cluech pushinod and
actuating arm  give the Endure a
pleasingly light clutch pull — nece o
haave in the Latter sections of G toogeh
conduro.

The exhaust sysiem has been maod-
thied 1o produce more low-end power,
has sroenger mounts and has been

pipped with a new oval aluminum
silencer (replacing the heavy steel
unitof the WREX), The balt.on Hudky
Products/Erizman spark arrestor
makes the bike lorest legal and hasan
easily remonable end cap for quick
cleaning,

A SEmm Mikuni carb breathes
throuizh the same large, [lan oval [il-
ter s the WRX, hut the aithox cover
naw attaches with two bmm baolis —
ane lore and alt = misiead of tim]:.h_r
smapping on as belore.

.':'rmE-cnsinn ai both ends has been
WLl nl, with thie [ront end the maosi
changal. The meatr obvious difler-
ernce s the unpainted [insead af
'u.'h:il{':l fosrk I[’Hh. bt the mternals
have been redeagned from top o bots
pom. The new (ork s what Hlusky
calls |"r-|:'l.=1"'|-:'tl1-.'. whach s lI:'l'IF:i.I:'H'!'T!‘d
for less slip-stick {(drag eflect or
hvdraulic lock) and overall improsed
perlormancoe. A new guidanoe sysiem
with Tellon-like bushings as well as
new damper rods, seals and suffer
springsare among the changes in the
40rvm wnie, and fork tube overlap has
beeen increased 1o make the assembly
more rigid. Travel s 102 inches
compared to the 10.6 of the WR and
11.8 of the WRX,

An 13,0 inches, the rear end offers
the same iravel of the WRX and 1.2
ing hes more than the 400WR., Refine-
memt is the key word here, as the
alumianum swingarm has boen light-
ened by eliminating the lorward brace
(commputer analysis found the brace
unnecessary, while dual zerk finnings
are found on the shock linkage, re-
ducing mainienance o a guick 30-
seoand ok

The Crhlins shock with puggevbock
reservolr has new internal valving
{which was arreved at alter extensive
lesd b, |.<:H-'.|-. b 17 %, riders) and s
siiffee Spring. with compression and
rebound damping externally aadjus.
able via their respecnve ek =giog
I-.Illlh'l.

The 400 a5 thee Torst Husky endurao
bike impored to the U, with a frani
dise brake, a replacement Lor the cipe
able dual-lespding-shwwe brake vsed [og
ihe s several vears. A 9 l-inch
drilledd (loating diswe is found on the
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Husqvarna’s 1986 400 Enduro weighs in at 235 pounds dry and has an engine that puts out just-right power.

Grimeca unit. which was first in-
sealled on the 1985 CR and XOC miodela
While the brake 1sell 15 identecal (o the
ane wsed in "85, more precise boring of
the caliper anachment holes resulis
in averall beter perlormance. A
hand lchar-mounted Feserviolr 18 Ooim-
paict and has a sight glass and an
easilv-accessible lever [ree-play ad-
jusier screw, 1 he braided hose s
encased 1moa towgh, nylon guar d.

I'he cable-operated rear braks
moves closer and closer (o frae
quick-change status cach vear, Inthe
batest wersiom. the torgue arm has
been eliminated and replaced with a
clean ||:|11_|g|,p|-r| hacking [:.1,1.:1‘ amad
grooved swingarm set-up, The lever
vt 1= mmicene Borward (and siefer), and
improved backing plate/dram 1oler-
amces resul in a nghuer seal and dryer
brakes. A grab handle on the left end
of the axle upholds the quick-change
theme.

The Q-ring chain is kept on the
straigh and noarvow by a new forward
chain roller l:'ﬁ'hi': h 1|'.u'1'|1- a4 roller
bearing) and a stronger rear guide
Oine nice vouch 15 a swirch to reoessed
allem-head LYEL L8 ket boles an licu of
CAP SCTEWA.

Trelleborg vires have long been
standard Hl.l'-l-q. eividuro lare, bue the
Enduro breaks from tradivion i (ke
‘s bnted with new edition Mewelers
The (rone is shod with a metric-sized
G090-21 MXE, with the rear a 4.50-
18 Mulu-Cross — anompeccablde duo
for woods work on a variety of sur-
faces. Baoms are gold-anodized alloy
Mordisks with ram pins, and, as Mel-
By ekl EES ORLEE, lack the needed rim
locks,

Husky hos finally crept out of the
diark ages and installed genuine wer-

rated steel footpees (Uthe former pressed
steel units were slippery on ther best
|;|.,1'|. LN l,|.'h.|| h ,1!'\." ||r'.,|rII.I-|' sialier
sprimgs. Oiher nece towches inclwde a
highter knurled (oldimg shalier (whech
lacks the prone-to-loss rubler cover);
1 Mippondenso speedometer/odom-
sier which works well (and has a
high-ratio reset button lor gquicker
u1||1.|'.l|'|'|rl:'k[.‘\. Al COFmETs. ) NEw, SLNRoNEeT
sidestand mounting, and an alloy
brake pedal with ball-beanng pivor.

How well doses the package work?
Just ask the eseer that ook has Tirse
span on the 400 and came back with
A Ear-lo-car g i 1 weas I!"IHII.'IIII!"'!.
impressed with the smoath delivery
of power, and was amazed ar hosw
gquckly 1 felr comlortable on the
bike, The seating position was excel-
len, and moimpressed with the level
ol refimement |:'1:l-11'|jh|I-e'L! o thee el ieal-
ihock Huskys., The hike [elr light,
more like a 250" This [rom a con-
firmed lover of small-bore bikes

Chwners of the dual-shock $00WR
will immediately notice a reduction
m weneht and bulk = the Eaduro
wetghs seven pounds bess (255 verus
EIE I_|;;-:|I|||' |_.|L|' |!.|-«...|.||-:||. AR TR T
profile thanks o the single-shock
chassis. And while the Endure and
WER hove the same st hetghi s tall
17 8inches
is both longer and much more effecs
tive. As a bonus, acclimaing w the
new chassis 15 an exiremely guck
amnd painless process,

I you've come to expect turbo-like
powet when you crack ihe throdtle on
an Open-class bike, be prepared for a
change when you bard the Endura
Oh, there's plenty of power there, but
1l ever w0 manageable and easily
metered, and that's a key ingredient
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The 400 Enduro is at home blasting through a loamy berm or weaving its way between closely spaced trees.
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