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idea in 1984 when it r
introduced the 400
Op::n-(.l enduro bii\e.

ing,
riders can comrol the brute pow
pumped out by a 500cc two
the woods. Andin an 5
is the key to having fun and finishing
well.

But the 400 Husky was more than
just an excellent enduro racer; it
also one of the best trail machine

ever

built. Nulhmg lasts forever, though,
&

In its place for 1987 is a 430ce En-
duro model that, in addition to a
ger enaine has major suspension
nﬁned front brak

We have to admit that at first, we
were skeptical about the 430 Enduro.
The 400 was such a wonderful mo-
torcycle that we doubted it could be
significantly improved, After all; the
400 seemed to prove that smaller is
better when it comes to enduro bikes,
yet here was Husqvarna introducing

bigger enduro machine. But our
fears were unjustified. Because as we
quickly learned, the new Husky 430
isa w(vrihy successor to the 400

Of , the engine does require
a heavier boot to start, thanks to the

ispla :nt; and, unlike

the 400 the 430 will bite you if it
isn’t kicked through with determina-
tion. But once it’s running, the 430
§ like nothing
an buy right now. The en-

gine has noticea mnru powera tall
rpm than the 4
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- slouch—and is especially strong in

- the mid-range. If the throttle is

- twisted wide-open when the engine is
in the middle rpm ranges. the front
wheel either leaps into the air or at
least gets very light, and the bike

“moves out quickly, no matter what

. gear the six-speed transmission might
be in. At very low revs. the engine
growls down to a crawl like a Cater-
pillar tractor—and with almost as
much climbing power. Yet the 430

reys freely and produces a good

amount of horsepower at high rpm.

In all, it’s as perfect an endufo en-
gine as you could reasonably imag-
ine. We rode our test 430 in the wilds
of Baja, across the wide-open ex-
panses of the Mojave Desert and on
the tight trails of local mountains, all
with the stock final gearing: and no-
where did we find conditions that the
Husqgvarna 430 engine couldn’t con-
quer in grand style.

The 430's new angular look is striking. The seat lets the rider forward
easily when necessary, and the large radiator scoops cover the gas tank
and blend nicely into the seat.

Not only is the 430 faster and
torquier than the 400, but it’s
smoother-runaing, as well. Mainly
due to its use of a lighter connecting
rod, the 430 gives off a bit less engine
vibration than the 400. The motor

New fork dampers feature a
hydraulic compression valve, an.
anti-bottoming device and a real.
fop-out spring. A floating, double-
piston brake caliper squeezes a
solidly mounted rotor.

also incorporates other changes, such
as a primary-drive case fabricated
from aluminum instead of magne-
sium (which supposedly eliminates
the corrosion problem that occurred
inside the waterpump cavity on the
400 engines), as well as a’few im-
provements to the kickstart lever and
its little rubber bump pad Alto-
gether, these changes might seem in-
significant, but they make the Husky
an easier bike to live with.

In addition, the 430 has a larger-
diameter clutch, which, for the most
part, is an improvement over the
400’s fragile clutch. The engagement



span is much wider than on Huskys
of the past, which makes the clutch
pull easier and the engagement more
~ gradual: but the clutch on our test
bike insisted on increasing its
Ireeplay every:time it was slipped or
shightly abused, and would not return
. entirely Lo normal once the clutch
cooled e)H

New rear suspension J‘mkage anda
revalved Ohtins shock grace the
“rear end of the '87 430 Enduro,

Okay. so give the 430 low marks
for clutch durability. Buf this bike
will get no such demerits when it
comes to suspension quality: the 430
absorbs the thumps and bumps of
fast off-road riding betfer than any-
thing this side of a hand-prepped fac-
tory enduro racer. On last year’s 400,
the fork and shock worked well at
flat-out racing speeds but tended' to
be harsh at slower speeds; the 430
suspension. though, is plush at all
speeds and over all bumps. The fork
has a new damper arrangement, and
the rear suspension hasa revised link-
age that allows the use of a much
softer spring and lighter internal
shock damping.

When you first sit on the 430 and
do the traditional, all-important sus-
pension test—bouncing the front fork
up and down—you just know that the
front end is way too soft. But out on
the trail. the fork behaves magnifi-
cently, gobbling up the nastiest
bumps. holes and whoops with ease.
The rear end is just as wonderful, al-
lowing the rider to pass over ridicu-
lously rough terrain usually without
even needing to stand up. And the
430 does all this while always exhib-
iting amazing straight-line stability.

On most types of terrain, the 430
also steers easily and precisely. But

_ when the bike gets in sand. the fork’s

softness works against it. The front
wheel tends to “‘tuck under” in tight

- turns, and the bike weaves around a

lot at higher speeds. We remedied
much of this by cutting two full coils
from each fork spring and reshaping
the spring’s end. This shortened each

spring by about an inch. thus increas-
ing the spring rate. We made spring
spacers from thick-wall PVC plastic
pipe. and tried different lengths o
achieve various dmmm‘!s of hpl‘lfi“
preload. We finally decided on 2mm

The new rear hub is lighter and
allows easier sprocket bolt access.
The quick-change rear-wheel
system is unchanged for. ’87 but
still very effective.

preload, which resulted in the best
compromise between steering preci-
sion and ride quality.

Adding to the 430°s averall com-
fortis a wider, longer seat that allows

-ali-day rides to be no problem. The

seat lets the rider move fore and aft
easily and doesn’t foul his Jegs when
he stands on the 430°s new and stron-
ger footpegs.

Another welcome addition is a
stronger front disc brake. Its dual-pis-
ton caliper floats on the fork leg, and
the disc rotor is solidly mounted
(rather than floating as on the 400) to
a lighter front hub. An easy. two-fin-
ger pull on the front brake lever is all



that’s needed for most situations.
The brake furnishes good feel, with
powerful but progressive stopping
power. And although the large, 6.3-
inch rear drum brake is the same as
on previous Huskys (except for a
lighter hub and more easily accesible
sprocket bolts on the 430), it delivers
more than adequate braking per-
formance on the 430.

Altogether, the major changes
Husqvarna has made to the 400 when
upgrading it to a 430 have resulted in
a better motorcycle, but there are a
couple of small but annoying prob-
lems that the company continues to
ignore year after year. One is the
sidestand spring, which is located on

the bottom side of the stand where it
constantly gets broken or knocked
off by rocks and tree roots. If the
spring were moved to the top side of
the stand, it would last more than a
few miles. Then there’s the speedom-
eter cable, which, traditionally, sel-
dom lasts more than a few miles on a
Husky before getting caught in the
front tire and ripped out of the drive
unit. And for almost 20 years, the kill
buttons on Husqvarnas have been
shorting out.

Cagiva/Husqvarna deals with these
deficiencies in an unusual way: by
simply removing the speedo cable
and disconnecting the kill button on
magazine test bikes. So while the 430

now has a nice little odometer in
place of a full speedometer, we don’t
know how well it works (although the
odometer bracket cracked due to vi-
bration during the test). It’s about
time the same engineers who have de-
signed one of the world’s finest en-
duro motorcycles tackle these nag-
ging little problems and put them in
the past.

Despite those little glitches,
though, the 430 still is the best Open-
class enduro machine in existence—
maybe the best all-around enduro
bike of any size. It’s one of those rare
machines that can make just about
anyone who climbs aboard them a
better rider. a

LT HUSQVARNA 430 ENDURO:

SPECIFICATIONS
GENERAL DRIVETRAIN SUSPENSION/TIRES/BRAKES  CHASSIS
List price $3435 Engine two-stroke Single  Front suspension: Weight:
Importer Cagiva North  Bore x stroke  86.0 x74.0mm  Manufacturer  Husqvama  Tank empty 240 1b.
America, IC.  Drepracement 300 Tube 40mm _ Tank full 258 Ib.
700 W. 190th St. — = Wheel travel 11310 weight distribution,
Gardena, CA 90248 Compression ratio 12.6:1 Adjustments air front/rear, percent:
Customer service Carburetion 38mm Mikuni  Rear suspension: Tank empty 48.3/51.7
phone (213) 538-9337  ‘Air filter oiled foam Manufacturer Chling Tank full 50.0/50.0
Warranty 30 days P . lype single shock  Fyel capacity 3.1 gal
Lubrication premix  wheel travel 125in. —
Gear ratios, overall:1 Adjustments  compression, Wheelbase 59.3in.
6.30 rebound damping, Rake/trail 27.0°/4.7in.
A e spring preload - Handlebar width 325in.
5 Tires: bt Tl A p
2nd 1350 Front 3.00-21 Metzeler MXR Seat helght., - !n.
1st 2240 Rear  4.50-18 Metzeler MX Footpeg height 16.0in.
Brakes: Footpeg to seattop  20.5in.
Front 8.1in. disc Swingarm length 23.11in.
Rear 8.3 in. drum  Ground clearance 12.7in.
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